Congenital insensitivity to pain (hereditary sensory and autonomic neuropathy type V): a rare case report.
Congenital insensitivity (HSAN) to pain is a rare disorder, which affects the body's painprotective mechanism and predisposes the patient to increased risk and incidence of traumatic injuries. Currently, 5 types of hereditary sensory and autonomic neuropathies have been identified, depending upon different patterns of sensory and autonomic dysfunction, peripheral neuropathy, clinical features, and genetic abnormalities. The purpose of this report is to present the case of a 10-year-old boy with congenital insensitivity to pain (hereditary sensory autonomic neuropathy [HSAN] type V) with dental implications. History, clinical features, nerve conduction studies, and electron microscopy revealed no reaction to painful stimuli, a self-mutilating habit, multiple missing teeth, and an absence of small, unmyelinated fibers, thus indicating HSAN type V. Management included patient counseling and use of a mouthguard to prevent further damage and restore function.